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         Mr. McGeever 

 
La Mesa Junior High School

Algebra
2017 – 2018
This course orientation has been prepared to provide the information that will give you the opportunity to achieve and have a positive learning experience.  If there are any questions, please see me for clarification.  I am looking forward to a great year with all of you, and am willing to help you succeed in any way that I can.  

Course Goals

This is a four-quarter course designed to introduce and reinforce Algebra-centric skills based on the Common Core State Standards.  This course covers fundamental topics in Algebra including, but not limited to: number sense, linear functions, quadratic functions, equations, and inequalities.  For a full list of course topics, refer to the state standards website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/mathresources.asp 
Contact Information

The best way to reach me is by e-mail, as I check it multiple times from home in addition to school.  However, I am also accessible by voicemail at the number listed below.

E-mail address: mmcgeever@hartdistrict.org

Call 250-0022 x 211 to access Voicemail.
In addition, you will find valuable information regarding my class and school in general on the web sites listed below.

School Website: www.hartdistrict.org/lamesa
Mr. McGeever’s Website: http://mrmcgeever.weebly.com
Class Rules

As a class, we will create a social contract based on how we agree to treat each other for the duration of our semester. It will be expected that you follow the contract that you create as a class.

Consequences
If team rules cannot be followed, the following consequences will be used.

· Verbal warnings, loss of brunch/ lunch time, parent phone call, meeting with counselor or Assistant Principal, or a referral out of the classroom

Positive reinforcement will also be used.

· Verbal praise, positive notes or phone calls home, a consequence erased, special privileges such as a bathroom pass, or a late pass.  

Materials suggested for Math

Being prepared is essential for your success in this class.  The following items are suggested to be brought to class on a daily basis.  

-Binder Reminder

-3 ring binder/folder


-homework

-pen



-SSR book



-loose leaf notebook paper


-pencils


-highlighter



-positive attitude
Homework

Homework is a very vital part of this class as it provides the practice necessary to master the material covered in class.  It will be assigned 4-5 nights per week and will be due the following day, unless otherwise specified.  Homework will be checked daily and graded based on completeness (including writing out problems and showing work) and effort given.  Homework will be posted in class and is also accessible on the school website at http://mrmcgeever.weebly.com
Late Work
All work is due on time to receive full credit.  Work submitted after the due date will be given partial credit.  Incomplete late work will not be accepted.  There will be cut-offs to turn in late or missing assignments throughout each quarter.  I will give you sufficient notice of these cut-offs.  See me if there is an extenuating circumstance that prevents you from finishing your homework--- I will always try to work with you when you have a legitimate need for extra time and do your part to communicate. 

Attendance and Absence Policy

Attendance is vital to your success in this class.  To be successful, students need to be in class on time each day.  This means entering the class quietly and having all materials out when the bell rings.  If absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed.  Missed work is due within two days for every one day that you are absent.  Homework turned in during this time will be given full credit.

Extra Assistance
If you find yourself in need of some extra assistance with something that we are covering in class, I am available in my room before school and at brunch most days.  If those times do not work with your schedule, speak with me individually and we can work something else out that will fit with your schedule.

Grades

Tests and quizzes are worth 80% of a student’s grade and classwork/homework is worth 20%.  However, completion of homework is the most vital aspect of being prepared for tests so it is imperative that it is completed each night.  The following grading scale will be used for this class:

A  85-100%

B  75-84%

C  65-74%

D  55-64%

F  below 55%

Tests will be given over each chapter and will be announced beforehand.  Some chapters will include a mid-chapter test.  Quizzes may or may not be announced.  Tests and quizzes are to be done in pencil.
Policies and classroom procedures such as how to label homework, how to take notes, how to enter the classroom, how to behave in class, etc. will be discussed and practiced in class so that each student is fully aware as to what is expected of them.

My goal is for every student to succeed, and am willing to put in the extra effort if you are.  Please do not hesitate to ask for help.  Students who do well in my class are those who are not afraid to ask questions or put in extra work in order to achieve their goals.

I am looking forward to a great year!  Please sign the following page and have your student return it tomorrow.  Thank You.
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